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Lost in Translation
Lost in Translation is a podcast discussing the many ways in which primary and secondary-age 
children can be exposed to negative attitudes and stereotypes towards science, technology, 
education and math (STEM). The first episode presents a broad overview of the problem. The 
second episode dives into how teachers and the physical layout of a classroom can impact a 
students’ enjoyment and attitudes towards STEM. The third episode is similar in structure to the 
second but instead focuses on how parents or guardians can influence these attitudes, and ends with 
my own thoughts on how changes in our education system can address the feeling of anti-science 
sentiment we find ourselves in today. 
This project was inspired in part by my own struggles with STEM during my formative years in 
middle and high school. While I always admired astronauts and field scientists, rarely did I feel 
confident in my own STEM abilities. These feelings of inferiority were amplified as some of my 
teachers decided to focus their efforts on other, more successful students, and for a long time I felt 
that a career in science and science education was out of reach. 
Today, accessibility is a topic being addressed on college campuses all across the world. Students 
and activists are pushing for systemic changes in everything from income inequality to 
microaggressions to institutionalized racism. It is my hope that STEM is included in the discussion, 
especially as the number of unvaccinated children increases and the threat of catastrophic climate 
change worsens. The way we teach STEM needs to change. Unfortunately, research focusing on 
science and math education is rarely emphasized in the research community, or isn’t even seen as a 
core problem. I hope that this podcast can serve as an introduction for people passionate about 
changing STEM education for the better by providing the basic facts that have come from this 
research. This is by no means a replacement for a literature review. It is simply the means for 
starting a discussion. 
With that, I hope you enjoy the podcast! 
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